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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECIN, ETRD, XI 

SUBJECT: BILATERAL TRADE WITH ECOWAS STATES 

REF: STATE 051697 

EMBOFF RAISED QUESTION OF AVAILABILITY OF ECOWAS TRADE STATISTICS 
WITH DR. J. NTI, ECOWAS DEPUTY EXECUTIVE SECRETARY WHO SAID THAT 
SECRETARIAT DID NOT YET HAVE ANY COMMUNITY TRADE STATISTICS BUT 
WAS IN PROCESS OF COMPILING THEM. NTI STATED THAT COMPLETE SET 
OF STATISTICS WOULD NOT BE READY BEFORE THE END OF 1978 BECAUSE 
OF DIFFICULTY IN ESTIMATING UNRECORDED TRADE, I.E., SMUGGLING. 

HE INDICATED THAT THE DATA WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO USG 
AT THAT TIME. 
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